AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 22, 2023

SENATE BILL No. 831

Introduced by Senator Caballero

February 17, 2023

Code,~+elating-te-CaWORIKs-An act to add Arti cIe 9 (commenC| ng
with Section 12092) to Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 3 of Title 2 of
the Government Code, relating to agricultural workers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 831, as amended, Cabalero. CaWWORKs—job—creation:

Department of Community Services and Development: pilot program:
lawful permanent residents.

Existing law sets forth the duties of the Department of Community
Services and Devel opment respecting certain community programsin
the state, including administering the Naturalization Services Program
that provides funding to community-based organizationsto assist lawful
permanent residents in obtaining citizenship.

This bill would authorize the Governor to enter into an agreement
with the federal government to establish a workgroup to devel op a pilot
programfor an agricultural employee, as defined, who meets specified
eigibility criteria, including that they have lived continuously in the
United States for 5 years, to be granted lawful permanent resident
status. The bill would authorize the department to administer the pilot
program, and establish an application process and eligibility criteria
for that program asspeuﬂed
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 9 (commencing with Section 12092) is
added to Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, to read:

Article 9. Lawful Permanent Resident Pilot Program

12092. Asused in thisarticle, the following terms apply:

(a) “ Agricultural employee” hasthe same meaning asthat term
is defined in subdivision (b) of Section 1140.4 of the Labor Code.

(b) “ Department” meansthe Department of Community Services
and Development.

(c) “Lawful permanent resident” hasthe same meaning asthat
term is defined in Section 1101(a)(20) of Title 8 of the United
Sates Code.

(d) “ Pilot program” meansthe pilot programfor an agricultural
employee to be granted lawful permanent resident status, as
described in thisarticle.

12092.1. The Governor, on behalf of this state, may enter into
an agreement with the federal government to establish a workgroup
to develop a pilot program for an agricultural employee who has
lived continuously in the United Sates for five yearsto be granted
lawful permanent resident status.

12092.2. (a) Upon implementation of the pilot program, the
department may administer the pilot program.

(b) The department may establish an application process for
the pilot program, which includes, but is not limited to, all of the
following:
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(1) The payment of application feesto the department and any
federal entity to obtain lawful permanent resident status.

(2) Acriminal history background check.

(3) Anational security check.

12092.3. The department may establish eligibility criteria for
an agricultural employee to be eligible for lawful permanent
resident status. An agricultural employee may be eligible for lawful
permanent resident status under the pilot programif theindividual
meets all of the following:

(a) They have lived continuously in the United States for five
years.

(b) They have demonstrated good moral character.

(c) They have not been convicted of a crime.
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