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English Version

Petition to Support the Carr Lake Restoration and Park Development Project

Since the 1970s, city leaders and community members have called for Carr Lake to serve as the “central park” for
Salinas. In the city of Salinas, only 283 acres of the land is dedicated to small, neighborhood and community parks.
There are just 1.7 acres of parkland per 1,000 people - far below the median of 4.65 acres per 1000 people for
urban communities with similar population density. In 2003 the City of Salinas commissioned the creation of E
broad Vision Plan for a multi-benefit Carr Lake Regional Park to address the vast need for parklands, as well as
flood management and water quality improvements,

As a first step towards this aspiration, in 2017, Big Sur Land Trust acquired of 73 acresat Carr Lake, Big Sur Land
Trust (BSLT) is a non-profit organization with a mission to inspire love of land across generations, conservation of
our unique Monterey County landscapes, and access to outdoor experiencesforall. The goal of the acquisition
was to work with community to co-create a new park and green space in the city. To help guide a community
engagement process, a Carr Lake Partners Group was founded that includes these organizations : Center for
Community Advocacy (CCA), CSUMB's Return of the Natives, Building Healthy Communities, Community Housing
Improvement Systems and Planning Association (CHISPA), Motivating Individual Leadership for Public
Advancement (MILPA), The Epicenter, Alisal Center for the Fine Arts, Action Council of Monterey County,
Monterey County Health Department, Urban Arts Collaborative, Local Urban Gardeners, BAKTUN 12, Alisal
Community Arts Network, City of Salinas (Parks and Recreation, Community Development and Public Works). Since
2017, over 1,000 multigenerational Salinas residents from diverse backgrounds have shown support for the Carr
Lake projectby attending community meetings, participating in park and restoration design, developing and
stewarding a native plant community garden at the projectsite, and attending site tours.

Carr Lake will be a valuable community asset because of its location in the center of the city of Salinas within an
area where parks are absent, Communities adjacent to Carr Lake will have direct and immediate access to trails,
playgrounds specific for differentage groups, picnic areas, a basketball court, and other amenities. Having
accessible amenities available for various age groups will encourage whole family units to recreate outdoors
together, which builds family unity. Carr Lake will provide a place within the city for residents to connect with
nature and outdoor spaces -- offering immediate mental health benefits to those who visit these areas, something
that has become essential for many this past year. In addition, there will be ample areas that will serve as living
outdoor classrooms, providing a space within which students may learn and conduct hands-on activities Classroom
lessons in biology and ecology will become real and meaningful through application as students participate in
volunteer planting activities. When the park is complete, there will be opportunities for resident to care for the
park.

Salinas residents have been at the center of the decision-making process and have begun to demonstrate
leadership and ownership of the project,

We the undersigned, support the project and are requesting that the Salinas Planning Commission and City of
Salinas Mayor and City Council supportand vote for approval of the Carr Lake Restoration and Park Development
Project. The project will add value and beauty to the City of Salinas and bring much needed and desired park and
open space to our youth, families, and residents. We seek the support of the Salinas City Council in making this
park a reality. :



Spanish Version
Peticion para apoyar el proyecto de restauracion y desarrollo

del parque Carr Lake

Desde la década de 1970, los lideres de la ciudad y los miembros de la comunidad han pedido que Carr Lake sirva
como el "parque central" de Salinas. En la ciudad de Salinas, solo 283 acres de terreno estdn dedicados a parques

Como primer paso hacia esta aspiracion, en 2017, Big Sur Land Trust adquirié 73 acres en Carr Lake. Big Sur Land
Trust (BSLT) es una organizacién sin fines de lucro con la misién de inspirar el amor por la tierra a través de

Carr Lake serd un parque activo y valioso para la comunidad debido a su ubicaci6n en el centro de la ciudad de
Salinas dentro de un 4rea donde no hay parques. Las comunidades adyacentes a Carr Lake tendran acceso directo e

actividades de plantacién voluntaria. . Cuando el parque este completo, habr4 oportunidades para que los residentes
lo cuiden.

Los residentes de Salinas han estado en el centro del proceso de toma de decisiones y han comenzado a demostrar
liderazgo y propiedad del proyecto. ‘

Nosotros, los abajo firmantes, apoyamos el proyecto y estamos solicitando que la Comisién de Planificacién de
Salinas y el Alcalde de Ia Ciudad de Salinas y el Concejo Municipal apoyen y voten por la aprobacién del Proyecto
de Restauracién y Desarrollo del Parque Carr Lake. El proyecto agregard valor y belleza a la Ciudad de Salinas y
brindar un parque y un espacio abierto muy necesario y deseado para nuestros Jjévenes, familias y residentes.
Buscamos el apoyo del Ayuntamiento de Salinas para hacer realidad este parque.
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