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Speaker Robert Rivas pays a visit to the California Welcome
Center to learn about a new vision of tourism in the Salinas
Valley.
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RUTH ANDRESEN

Ruth was born in Oklahoma in 1920. She was raised to speak her indigenous
Chocaw language. She was forcibly enrolled in a boarding school for Native
Americans, before a wealthy uncle, a Chocktaw elder geologist who’d

4 discovered oilfields in Oklahoma rescued her and raised her. He influenced
2 her to pursue an education and seek a successful life.

FIRST MAYOR'S HOUSE BOARD
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She enrolled as a geology student at Stanford University. During her studies,
she met her future husband, Norman P. Andresen at a laboratory at the
Hopkins Marine Station in Pacific Grove. In later life, she was credited with

landmark discoveries in Marine Geology.
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Ruth’s studies led her to become a marine biologist. When World War |l broke

out, Ruth worked for the military to help strategize invasion planning. After the
& war, she became an organizer to bring an environmental movement to Salinas

during a time of rapid growth in the 1950s and 60s. During this time, she and
her husband were influential in establishing Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital.

As part of her environmental work, she led a major effort against a proposal by
Humble Oil to build a refinery in Moss Landing. By blocking the planned
refinery, this prevented the destruction of Elkhorn Slough. She lectured on
wind and ocean currents to build support for environmental activism that she
felt was needed to counter the power of business and industry.

As one of her many duties, she served for 48 years on the Board of the
Monterey County Office of Education. As a member of CA Coastal
Commission, she was instrumental in maintaining public access to California

beaches. She also served on the City of Salinas Historic Resource Board up
until her death in 2022.

AND SO MUCH MORE'
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OUR
PROGRAMS

FIRST MAYOR'S HOUSE

of Salinas City

HOME OUR HISTORY VIRTUAL TOUR

ABOUT US

The First Mavor’s House, also known as the Harvey-Baker
House. was one of the first buildings constructed in the new
town of Salinas City. The House was home to the Harvey-
Baker family for over 100 years before being restored to the
1870s era and established as a non-profit corporation. Today
it is the oldest building in Salinas, serving as a history, art
and cultural center for the community.

OUR MISSION

The First Mayor's House, the front porch of Salinas,
provides educational and cultural programs that
showcase our history and the paths that have led us to
the present (Adopted June 2020).
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© 2023 by The First Mayor's House. Proudly created with Wix.com

BOARD INFORMATION EVENTS

CONTACT and DONATION INFO

HOURS:
First Saturday Open House: 10am - 3pm, 2022

LOCATION:

20 Station Place (off West Market Street) to the right of the
Amtrak Station.

MAILING ADDRESS:
820 Park Row #715, Salinas, CA 93901

PHONE & EMAIL:
(831) 214-8661 | firstmayorshouse@gmail.com

FIELD TRIPS: go to our EVENTS page

Donate on Paypal

Follow us! [© K3

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS

The First Mayor's House [s actively seeking volunteer docents, ages 18 years old

and up, to assist educators in gulding student tour groups through Interactive
stations.

Click here for more information.

HE EDUCATION TER

The Education Center was recently remodeled to provide a multi-use gallery
space. From local art exhibits, to wedding receptions, and Interactive showcases to
honor the immigrants who built Salinas, The Education Center is a community
gathering center.

We are open for drop In visitors the first Friday and Saturday of each month.

STUDENT FIELD TRIPS

Over 1000 students visit us each year to learn about life in the 1870s (third grade)
and about the westward movement (Sth grade).

in addition to school groups, we serve Boy and Glrl Scouts, after school programs,
and homeschool students. Third graders tour the House, handle tools, pump
water, use a washboard to launder socks, make butter and touch and smell
medicinal herbs. Fifth graders experience life on a wagon traln as they participate
in a simulation game that teaches math, creative thinking and problem solving.

CSU-Monterey Bay service learners join local retired community members to form
a strong docent pool.

For information go to the events page.

HER INSTITUTES
Many Salinas teachers come from outside the area, so we offer tralning to provide
the background information they need to teach local history and the westward
movement. Lesson ideas, resources, print and digital materlals are provided to
make instruction fun and easy to implement.

PRIVATE TOURS
Beginning in September, we will again offer private tours for your group. Emall us
at firstmayorshouse@gmall.com for more information.
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Chinatown Rising

With two property acquisitions, Salinas starts the engine

to revitalize Chinatown neiq

By Celia Jiménez

to a large unhoused popu
lation, with tents ||'.||||_.'_ thie
sidewalks. It's also the heart
of Chinatown, once a bustling
wiond that now only exists in
the memories of
ere
nas plans to bring Chinatowr
back to life, and the gears are in
n. On Dec. 13, Salinas City
hase of two
historic buildings in atow: the
fé and Lotus Inn

edad St

former Republic Ca
Soledad Si., and 34 &
formerly the Chin familv home and
later La Puerta Ne, i Arres
Pool Hall—for a co
“We did not ut to the proper

ty owners seeking to purchase—the

Opportunity Came o us avs Lisa

Brinton, assistant director of the

Salinas Commumnity Development
tment

Ihomas Spen , e

g different trusts with multiple

1borhood.

owners, approached the city with an
offer: $200,000 for the Republic Caf

10 with the intention
nprofit Asian Cultural
cultural center and

mitsewm, a project that has been
in the works for over a decade and

to house t

Experience for

rently stalled du
Ot (The other
uninhabitable since a

Mot

“We didn't want
these properties to
get any worse.”

The purchase agreement comes
n that if the Republic

TPlAint w

leased to ACE for $1 a year for 50

years, enabling the nonprofit to fulill
its dream. “The fire probably reduced
the value for the property owner, but

it didn't change our intent,” savs ACE

Thi old Republic Calé was renovated with the intent to host nonprofit ACE"s cultural
center, but a fire in October delayed that vision yet again

member Larry Hirahara, (Currently,

ACE le % the pre riv [ thie

Ahtye General Partnership; that lease

et Lo x| in November 2025.)
“We didn’t want these properties
to get any worse,” says City Manager
olEve l'.lH'lJ; An, ':\.LII'I:.'_ I|||' CItY wants
i k to life and then
v ACE

In 2019, Salinas approved its

lease them back
itest
Chinatown Revitalization Plan to
restore the neighborhood and main
tain its eultural and historical iden-
tity (there were two previous plans
in 2007 and 2010). It includes the
Filipino Community Hall, Confucius
Church and the Buddhist Temple
Brinton =avs the vision is “a thrv
afe, healthy commu
nity that will really demonstrate its
rich cultural history and serve as a
center for the arts and a l!i“ﬁ[lﬂi“lil”

ing, affordable, s

In 2008, nonprofit developer
I |

MidPen built Moon G

S apartments [ w- and very

te Plaza with
low-=-income reside . The project
also has sculptured gates designed by
artist Nada Abdelshahid, and a large
scale mural titled “Converge

to purchase

ip to 0 e r ERCTOW
closes on the R slic and (
family buildings, the city will own
five properties on Soledad Street
Some costly projects, such as ashestos
remediation, will be easier if more
are in |,\||:|,:r:.'-n at onc nton savs.
“Development wo ve infeasible
without some sort of city support.”

Ower the past 18 months, the city
has done several sweeps removing
tents and ||.l\|l, .1\‘|xil'l_'\\t;s| a rat inles
tation on Soledad Street, and replaced
a sewer line on Lake Street. Carrigan
hopes in a couple of years the changes

in Chinatown will attract investors. &
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Cominos: Demolition begins

Continued from Page 1B

**Their priority is to have a clear
lot so the downtown folks will quit
pushing on them,’” Breschini said.

It will take at least a week to tear
down the Cominos, Appel said.
The basement will be filled with
dirt and the site will be a bare field.

““I think it was long overdue,’
he said. ‘I was the last person to
set foot in the Cominos. I checked
it out this morning to make sure no
drunks were inside.”

The Rex Pool Hall and Franklin
Hotel building across Main Street
also must have asbestos removed
before it comes down, he said.

The Tropicana, Lacey Auto
Parts, Salinas Rooms and M.F.
buildings were ready for the
wrecking crews, he said.

Assistant City Development Di-
rector Paul Ogden said an archeo-
logical survey will be made of the
Cominos site. The land is part of
the site for the proposed Steinbeck
Plaza redevelopment project.

It will take several months to
renegotiate development agree-
ments and to update environmental
studies for the project, in which
San Luis Obispo developer John

King plans a multi-screen theater
and office building, he said.

“*It will be six to nine months at
least before there’s any new build-
ing,”’ Ogden said.

Ogden said he had mixed emo-
tions about the Cominos’ final
demise.

“It’s a historic building. You
always hate to lose a resource like
that,’” he said. ‘‘But I think there’s
many people who are glad to see it
down because they see it as an
impediment to development in the
100 block.™

Judy Blomquist, owner of Chen-
do’s restaurant a few door down
from the Cominos, happily
watched preparations for the raz-

ing.

“I think it’s wonderful,”’ she
said. ‘“We’'ve been waiting 3
years for it too happen. It can’t
help but clean up the area.”

“It’s overdue,’’ said Rosemarie
Rogers, owner of the Brass Rail
Bar’N Grill, 171 Main St.. ““Un-
fortunately, it’s taken an earth-
quake to bring it down ... It
should have been saved when there
was more to save.’’

Obituanes2C
Religion3C
Callomia newsdC

Death watch for Cominos

Workers use large machingry 10 begin taking apan six downiown Salinas buildings. including the historic Cominos Hotel. The hotel an were damaged by the §.9 quake

Judge clears path for razmg of damaged buudlng

By Larry Parsons

Saturday, Oct 21, 1969
e Caabomean



2007 Vacant lot
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