
Nominations for Salinas 

Certificate of Appreciation in 
Historical Preservation



Received Nominations: 19
Staff Recommendations: 16

Individuals and Orgs: 9
Programs and Activities: 2

Projects: 5



Staff 
Recommendations 



Individuals 
and 

Organizations



Submitted by: Cathy Hass
Nominated: Kathy Kulper 
Address: 132 Central Ave 

Description of work: KATHY KULPER
(aka:KK) is the president for the
Steinbeck House. She has held this
position for the last 3 1/2 years during
that timeframe. She has helped turn the
bottom line at the Steinbeck House
around. It is team work at the Steinbeck
House. They are nonprofit around
mostly by volunteers. The Steinbeck
House celebrated 50 years of being a
restaurant this past 2024 . There are
over 80 volunteers That help keep the
house up and running!



Submitted by: Cat Harper
Nominated: Lisa Josephs  
Address: 1 main Street Salinas

Description of work: Lisa Josephs,
Archivist-Curator, has done an amazing
job, preserving and protecting not just
the works and legacy of John Steinbeck
but also of Salinas and the County.



Submitted by: Colleen Bailey
Nominated: Salinas City
Heritage Center
Address: 1 Station Place,
Salinas 

Description of work: The exhibit, Postcards,
Passengers, and Produce, tells the story of how the
5th largest economy in the world and the most
populous state in the nation was developed in only
173 years. The Southern Pacific Company not only
provided transportation but was also an integrated
marketing company that served as an economic
engine for the development of California. Visitors
to the California Wecome Center will view
postcards that the Southern Pacific Railroad used
to attract farmers and others to California,
discover historically significant artifacts, learn
about the evolution of crops, and the family-owned
businesses that have now become global leaders.



Submitted by: Cyrina Hinojos
Nominated: Larry Smith
Address: 20 Station Pl

Description of work: Larry Smith has been the
backbone of the First Mayor’s House for over
20 years as the de facto groundskeeper,
handyman, Saturday open house docent, board
member, exhibit creator, and liaison with the
Monterey County Historical Society. He led a
tour of the First Mayor’s House for my family
and I on a weekend last year, and he was so
knowledgeable about the history of the Salinas
and the structures being preserved at 20 Station
Pl. He mentioned that he played a large role in
staging the structures for public tours and
viewing. His efforts in historical preservation in
our city of Salinas is incredible and worthy of
recognition.



Submitted by: Denise Estrada
Nominated: Ruth Andresen-
Posthumously
Address: Entire Monterey
County, Primarily Salinas

Description of work: Ruth worked
tirelessly to preserve our stories and
historic resources. Education and civic
engagement were her passions. Ruth
served on the department of education,
Historic Resources board, costal
commission, first mayor's houseboard,
womens club and many more
community organizations for her long
life time. Ruth gave more toward
Historic Preservation than anyone
before or likely after her passing.



Submitted by: Deborah Silguero
Nominated: Denise Estrada
Address: 21 Station Place

Description of work: First Mayor’s
House of Salinas. Denise Estrada,
board member. She has worked to
keep the history of Salinas alive
through its new heritage park
project, which includes the FMH,
the Railroad museum, the train
Depot, the Friends of the Library
building, and the visitor center.



Submitted by: Denise Estrada
Nominated: First Mayor’s House
Address: 21 Station Place

Description of work: The 1868
home of the first mayor, Isaac
Juilan Harvey, is the oldest
residential Victorian home
surviving in Salinas today. Since
1999 the city of Salinas and the
Board of Directors, have worked
to perserve this historic asset while
providing a local history museum
and education center for students
and visitors.



Submitted by: Jean Vengua
Nominated: Asian Culture
Experience of Salinas
Address: 37 Soledad 

Description of work: Mission of Asian
Cultural Experience of Salinas is to
preserve and promote the multicultural
history of Salinas Chinatown. We
provide outreach to the community
about the history of Chinatown. Our
archival collection of Asian history and
culture will be located at the Republic
Cafe upon its restoration. We advocate
for the completion of the Republic Cafe.
Conduct Historic Chinatown Tours at
the Asian Festival and group requests.

Article
after the
fire at the
Republic
Café

Photos for pilot
museums at
Moongate Plaza



Submitted by: Eloise Shim
Nominated: Tom and Gail
Spencer 
Address: 333 Boronda Rd 

Description of work: Monterey Historical
Society library at Boronda Rd. Tom and
Gail practically remodeled the small
archival library single-handedly from
wallpapering, wood trim, stained glass
window creation, to upholstering antique
furniture and much more, mainly on a
volunteer basis. That remarkable historic
preservation has put the Historic Society
on the map, as a viable, renowned historic
destination because of their meticulous
and detailed unhurried attention, work
and skill.



Programs 
and 

Activities



Submitted by: Kathy Kulper 
Nominated: Steinbeck House 
Address: 132 Central Ave 

Description of work: We are the
nonprofit that provides an
educational and historical
opportunity for guests far and
wide. To learn more about the
Nobel prize winning Author John
Steinbeck.



Submitted by: Thomas Bedoya
Nominated: Salinas Valley Guild
Address: 132 Central Ave

Description of work: The Salinas
Valley Guild is a group of volunteers
who operate the Steinbeck House
Restaurant. They maintain and
preserve this local treasure through
donations and tips they receive.
They support our youth by having a
Jr Volunteer program that provides
youth on the job work experience
while helping them earn their
community service hours. They offer
tours and support local groups.



Projects



Submitted by: Michael Mazgai
Nominated: Ken Slama
Address: 301

Description of work: 
Restoration of the Salinas National
Bank Building (1930) & conversion to
housing & new commercial usage.

1941 2007



2021 2024



Submitted by: SalvadorF. Munoz
Nominated: 300 Main Street
Building
Address: 300 Main Street 

Description of work: 
Adaptive reuse and historical
restoration of the original
mercantile building at 300 Main
St., Salinas, CA 93901,
transforming it into a mixed-use
commercial and residential space.
Project by Alex Reynoso, AIA, ISA
Architects, 254 Main St., Salinas,
CA 93901.



Submitted by: Alex Reynoso
Nominated: 300 Main Street
Building
Address: 300 Main Street 

Description of work: 
Adaptive reuse and historical
restoration of the original
mercantile building at 300 Main
St., Salinas, CA 93901,
transforming it into a mixed-use
commercial and residential space.
Project by Alex Reynoso, AIA, ISA
Architects, 254 Main St., Salinas,
CA 93901.



Submitted by: Michael Mazgai
Nominated: Mark Edwin Norris
Address: 110 Oak/ 821 Pajaro 

Description of work: 
Mark designed a residence (110
Oak) to complement an existing
1930s Spanish Colonial Revival
residence located @ 821 Pajaro. It
respects & contributes to this
potential historic district.





Submitted by: Michael Mazgai
Nominated: Eric Michael
Wynkoop
Address: 14 Los Laureles Avenue 

Description of work: A gate was
added to this residence's driveway.
It's beautifully designed & to the
casual observer appears as if it's
original to this Spanish Colonial
Revival home which was included
in the 1989 survey (Henry
Jorgensen House).





Non-Qualifying 
Nominations



Submitted by: Michael Mazgai
Nominated: Bruce Taylor
Address: 150 Main Street 

Description of work: The Taylor Building
carefully paid tribute to the former
occupants of this block (Abbott
House/Cominos Hotel). It respects its
historic neighborhood & fits the site
beautifully. It contributes greatly to Old
Town's revitalization.

1873 Abbot House

1950 Hotel Camino



1989 Hotel
Cominos
demolition





2024 Taylor
Building

2007 Vacant lot



Submitted by: Giancarlo Torres 
Nominated: Justin Rosillo
Address: 1131 Fremont Blvd 

Description of work: I would like to
nominate Justin as a community
advocate for Monterey County. Justin
has been an incredible support to me
and countless others in our
community. His dedication to
helping individuals, his
approachability, and his commitment
to making a positive difference have
truly stood out. 

Personally, Justin has gone above and
beyond in assisting me with specific
instance of his help, e.g., navigating a
challenging situation, providing
resources, offering guidance. His
efforts have not only made my life
easier but have also contributed to
the overall well-being of the
community. Justin's advocacy skills
and his genuine care for others make
him an ideal candidate to represent
and support the needs of Monterey
County residents. I wholeheartedly
support his nomination as a
community advocate and believe he
would continue to be a valuable asset
to the county.



Submitted by: Noemi Gregorio 
Nominated: Agriculture Labor
Relations Board
Address: 342 Pajaro Street 

Description of work: State agency
established in 1965 through the
historic efforts of thousands of
farmworkers fight for higher wages
and better working conditions.



Submitted by: Mark Kooiman 
Nominated: Salinas Rotary Club,
Salinas Rotary Arch 
Address: 222 Maint St

Description of work: The Salinas
Rotary Arch was completed April 16,
2021. The Salinas Rotary Club (The
Downtown Club) spent 7 years
fundraising and working with the city
of Salinas to design, build, and install
a lasting structure that can be enjoyed
for many years to come. The project
was completed in 2021 after the club
had spent approximately $300,000.

The Salinas Rotary Arch has become
a central focal point of Main St. The
club continues to work with the city
to maintain the appearance of the
Arch so that it remains a point of
pride for anyone that sees it. The
Salinas Rotary Club is one of the
most enduring civic service
organizations in the County, having
been originated in 1922 by Homer T
Hayward.



Next Steps



The Historic Resources Board will identify the
nominees receiving the Certificate of Appreciation

Award.  

Recipients will be contacted to inform them of their
award and to distribute the certificates.  

Awarded recipients will be presented to the city
council on May 13.  



Thank you 


