ORDINANCE NO. (N.C.5)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 37 OF THE SALINAS MUNICIPAL CODE
(ZONING CODE) TO RESCIND SECTION 37-50.250 (ACCESSORY DWELLING
UNITS), REMOVE AND MODIFY ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU)
DEFINITIONS OF SECTION 37-10.250 (“A” DEFINITIONS), AND MODIFY THE ADU
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS OF SECTIONS 37-30.020, 37-30-060, 37-30-110, 37-
30.160, 37-30.390, AND 37-30.430, AND APPLY APPLICABLE STATE ADU LAW FOR
THE PROCESSING OF ADU APPLICATIONS
(ZCA 2025-001)

City Attorney Impartial Analysis

The proposed ordinance amends the Salinas Zoning Code to delete the provisions applicable to
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUSs). The deletions are necessary to bring the Salinas Zoning
Code’s regulations of ADUs into compliance with State law. By deleting the provisions
applicable to ADUs, the City would apply the State’s regulations related to ADUS.

WHEREAS, on November 7, 2006, the Salinas City Council, adopted Ordinance
Number 2463 replacing the then existing Zoning Code; and

WHEREAS, the Salinas City Council has amended various provisions of Chapter 37
of the Salinas Municipal Code (“Zoning Code”) to allow for general changes, language
clarification, and minor corrections; and

WHEREAS, On January 1, 2020, after the latest City revision to Zoning Code Section 37-
50.250, California Government Code Sections 65852.2 and 65852.22 became effective; and

WHEREAS, Section 65852.2 allowed for the development of ADUs and Section 65852.22
allowed for the development of Junior Accessory Dwelling Units (JADUS). On March 25, 2024,
these Government Code Sections were renamed Government Code Sections 66314 — 66332
(ADUs), Government Code Sections 66333 — 66339 (JADUs), and Government Code Sections
66340 — 66342 (ADU Home Sales); and

WHEREAS,; the City’s ADU Ordinance has not been updated to be compliant with State
ADU Law; and

WHEREAS, to avoid confusion, the State Housing and Community Development
Department (HCD) recommends that the City rescind the current ADU Ordinance and follow the
State ADU Law and guidelines until a compliant ADU ordinance is adopted; and

WHEREAS, an updated ADU ordinance is being prepared as part of Phase One of the
Zoning Code Update currently underway and scheduled for completion in spring 2026; and

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2025, at a duly noticed public hearing, the Salinas Planning
Commission recommended that the City Council introduce and adopt Zoning Code Amendment
2025-001, to amend Chapter 37 of the Salinas Municipal Code (Zoning Code) to rescind Section



37-50.250 (Accessory Dwelling Units), remove and modify Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
definitions of Section 37-10.250 (“A” definitions), modify development regulations of Sections
37-30.020, 37-30-060, 37-30-110, 37-30.160, 37-30.390, and 37-30.430, and apply applicable
State standards for the processing of Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) applications; and

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2025, at a duly noticed public hearing, the City Council
weighed the evidence, including the Staff Report which is on file at the Community Development
Department together with the record of environmental review and hereby finds that the following
amendment will not have the effect of reversing policies of the Salinas General Plan or other plans
and policies previously adopted by the City Council and the City Council finds the project to be
categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as follows:

Categorical Exemption:

1. The project has been found to be a Class 5 Categorical Exemption pursuant to
Guidelines Section 15305 of the Guidelines to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA);

The proposed Zoning Code Amendment is a response to a request from the State of
California to amend Chapter 37 of the Salinas Municipal Code (Zoning Code) to rescind
Section 37-50.250 (Accessory Dwelling Units), remove and modify Accessory Dwelling
Unit (ADU) definitions of Section 37-10.250 (“A” definitions), modify development
regulations of Sections 37-30.020, 37-30-060, 37-30-110, 37-30.160, 37-30.390, and 37-
30.430, and apply applicable State standards for the processing of Accessory Dwelling Unit
(ADU) applications.

WHEREAS, the Salinas City Council adopts the following findings, as set forth in Zoning
Code Section 37-60.1120, as the basis for its introduction and adoption of the proposed Zoning
Code Amendment:

Zoning Code Amendment 2025-001:

1. The Amendment is consistent with the Salinas General Plan and other plans and policies
adopted by the Salinas City Council.

The proposed Zoning Code Amendment amends Chapter 37 of the Salinas Municipal Code
(Zoning Code) to rescind Section 37-50.250 (Accessory Dwelling Units), remove and
modify Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) definitions of Section 37-10.250 (“A”
definitions), modify development regulations of Sections 37-30.020, 37-30-060, 37-30-
110, 37-30.160, 37-30.390, and 37-30.430, and apply applicable State ADU Law and
guidelines for the processing of Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) applications.

The proposed Zoning Code Amendment would remove the existing Accessory Dwelling
Unit (ADU) Ordinance along with removal and modification of ADU definitions and the
modification of Zoning Code development regulations for ADU so that the Zoning Code
is in consistent with applicable State ADU law. As a result, ZCA 2025-001 would be
consistent with the General Plan and Zoning Code.



2. The Amendment will not have the effect of reversing the policies of the Salinas General
Plan, any applicable Specific Plan, and other plans and policies adopted by the Salinas
City Council.

The proposed Zoning Code Amendment amends Chapter 37 of the Salinas Municipal Code
(Zoning Code) to rescind Section 37-50.250 (Accessory Dwelling Units), remove and
modify Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) definitions of Section 37-10.250 (“A”
definitions), modify development regulations of Sections 37-30.020, 37-30-060, 37-30-
110, 37-30.160, 37-30.390, and 37-30.430, and apply applicable State ADU Law and
guidelines for the processing of Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) applications.

The Zoning Code Amendment would be consistent with Goal H-1 of the General Plan
Housing Element by providing a range of housing types and a variety of affordability levels
to address existing and projected housing construction needs in Salinas. It would also be
consistent with Goal H-3 of the General Plan Housing Element by assisting in ensuring
that all segments of the community have access to safe and decent housing that meets their
diverse needs. The Zoning Code Amendment would allow for the continued processing of
ADU applications pursuant to applicable State ADU Law. In addition, the City is currently
drafting a new ADU Ordinance which would be consistent with State ADU Law.

3. The Amendment would not create an isolated district unrelated to adjacent zoning
districts.

The Zoning Code Amendment is an amendment to the text of the Zoning Code and would
not rezone or create new zoning districts. Therefore, the Zoning Code Amendment would
not create any isolated districts unrelated to adjacent zoning districts.

4. The City has the capability to provide public utilities, roads, and services to serve the uses
allowed by the proposed amendment.

Salinas is an urbanized area and public infrastructure is presently in place to serve most
uses. The proposed Amendment would not create the need for additional infrastructure.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF SALINAS AS
FOLLOWS: (Revisions are shown in underline/strikethrough text)

SECTION 1. Remove the following definitions from Zoning Code Section 37-10.250 as
follows:

“Sec. 37-10.250. — “A” definitions.

Accessory Dwelling Unit. An attached or a detached residential dwelling unit defined as
either an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) or a Junior Accessory Dwelling (JADU) that is

constructed |n compllance Wlth State ADU Iaw-whmh—prewdes—eemplete—wﬂependem




SECTION 2. Modify Zoning Code Section 37-30-020, Table 37-30.10, and Footnote 6
[Agricultural (A) Zoning District] as follows:

Table 37-30.10

Agricultural (A) District Use Classifications

Land Use A Additional Use Regulations
Residential Uses
Accessory Dwelling Units; | P (6)

Other

(6) See%eenen%l—%@%& Accessory dwelllng units —A-H—&GGGSSGW—GWE“—I—HQ—H—H—I—I—Sh&J—l

pursuant to State ADU Iaw

ing-shall be permitted

SECTION 3. Modify Zoning Code Section 37-30-060, Table 37-30.30, and Footnote 6

[Residential Low Density (R-L-5.5) Zoning District] as follows:

Table 37-30.30

Residential Low District (R-L) Use Classifications

Other

Land Use R-L-5.5 Additional Use Regulations
Residential Uses

Accessory Dwelling Units; | P 5)

Interior

Accessory—Dwelling—Units; | P )



https://library.municode.com/ca/salinas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH37ZO_ARTVSUREAPALDI_DIV1SPREAPALDI_S37-50.250ACDWUN

()

See%eetren%l—%@%& Accessory dwelllng un|ts —Anaeeessorydwethngumt—shaﬂ

ng-shall be permitted

pursuant to State ADU Iaw

SECTION 4. Modify Zoning Code Section 37-30-110, Table 37-30.50, and Footnote 7
[Residential Medium Density (R-M) Zoning District] as follows:

Table 37-30.50

Residential Medium Density (R-M) Districts Use Classifications

Land Use R-M-3.6 R-M-2.9 Additional Use
Regulations

Residential Uses

Accessory Dwelling Units, | P P (7)

Other

()

SeeSeeHen%l—é@—Z—S& Accessory dwelllng un|ts —An—aeeessery—elwemng—umt—shau

irg-shall be permitted

pursuant to State ADU Iaw

SECTION 5. Modify Zoning Code Section 37-30-160, Table 37-30.70, and Footnote 8

[Residential

High Density (R-H) Zoning District] as follows:

Table 37-30.50

Residential High Density (R-H) Districts Use Classifications

Land Use R-H-2.1 R-H-1.8 Additional Use
Regulations

Residential Uses

Accessory Dwelling Units, | P P (8)

Other

(8) SeeSeetten%l—é@%& Accessory dwelllng units —Anaeeesserydwethngunﬁ—shau

rg—shall be

permltted pursuant to State ADU Iaw

SECTION 6. Modify Zoning Code Section 37-30-390, Table 37-30.170, delete Footnote
12 applicability to Accessory Dwelling Units and add Footnote 15 [Public/Semipublic (PS) Zoning
District] as follows:

| Table 37-30.30



https://library.municode.com/ca/salinas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH37ZO_ARTVSUREAPALDI_DIV1SPREAPALDI_S37-50.250ACDWUN
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Public/Semipublic (PS) Use Classifications

Land Use PS Additional Use Regulations
Residential Uses

Accessory Dwelling Units; | GUR P (#2)(13)(15)

Other

| (15) | Accessory dwelling units shall be permitted pursuant to State ADU law. \

SECTION 7. Modify Zoning Code Section 37-30-430, Table 37-30.190, and Footnote 6
[New Urbanism (NU) Zoning Districts] as follows:

Table 37-30.190

New Urbanism (NU) Districts Use Classifications

Land Use NE (Low) | NG-1 NG-2 VvVC Additional
(Medium) | (High) Use
Regulations

Residential Uses
Accessory P P P NP (6)
Dwelling  Units;
Other

(6) See%eeﬂen%l—é@—Z—S& Accessory dwelllng unlts —An—aeeessery—elwelhﬂg—un%hau

irg-shall be permitted

pursuant to State ADU Iaw

SECTION 8. Rescind Section 37-50.250 (Accessory Dwelling Units) of Chapter 37 of
the Salinas Municipal Code (Zoning Code) as follows:
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https://library.municode.com/ca/salinas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH37ZO_ARTVIAD_DIV13PLUNDEPE
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https://library.municode.com/ca/salinas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH37ZO_ARTVSUREAPALDI_DIV2PALOOULI_S37-50.360OREPALOSPRE
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SECTION 9. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after
its adoption.

SECTION 10. The Salinas City Clerk is hereby directed to cause the following summary
of this ordinance to be published by one (1) insertion in The Monterey Herald, a newspaper of
general circulation published and circulated in the City of Salinas and hereby designated for that
purpose by the Salinas City Council:

“An Ordinance amending Chapter 37 of the Salinas Municipal Code (Zoning Code) to
comply with a State request to rescind Section 37-50.250 (Accessory Dwelling Units),
remove and modify Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) definitions of Section 37-10.250
(“A” definitions), modify the ADU development regulations of Sections 37-30.020, 37-30-
060, 37-30-110, 37-30.160, 37-30.390, and 37-30.430, and apply applicable State
standards for the processing of ADU applications. (ZCA 2025-001).”

SECTION 11. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is
for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of any competent
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
The Salinas City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each and
every section, subsection, clause and phrase thereof not declared invalid or unconstitutional
without regard to whether any portion of the ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid or
unconstitutional.

This Ordinance was introduced and read on December 9, 2025, and passed and adopted on
December 9, 2025, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
APPROVED
Dennis Donohue, Mayor
ATTEST

Patricia M. Barajas, City Clerk



APPROVED AS TO FORM

Christopher A. Callihan, City Attorney
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