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RESOLUTION NO. _______________ (N.C.S.) 

RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE FINAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

REPORT (ER 2018-003) FOR THE WEST AREA SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT (SPEC 

2013-002) 

WHEREAS, Brian Finegan, Esq. (representing multiple property owners and 

developers) has submitted applications for the West Area Specific Plan project (Project), 

including requests for Specific Plan, Rezone, and Development Agreement approvals 

that would permit development of the approximately 797-acre project site shown in 

Exhibit A, herein incorporated by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Salinas (hereinafter “City”), as lead agency under the 

California Environmental Quality Act (Pub. Res. Act Section 21000 et seq.) and the State 

CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code Regs. Section 15000 et seq.) (collectively “CEQA”) has 

completed the Final Program Environmental Impact Report (“Final EIR”) [State 

Clearinghouse No. 2006021072] for the West Area Specific Plan in compliance with 

CEQA; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, on October 

14, 2015, the City released a Notice of Preparation (“NOP”) for the Draft Program 

Environmental Impact Report (“Draft EIR”), and received comments from nine (9) 

agencies and commenters in response to the NOP (these comments are included in 

Appendix A of the Draft EIR, herein incorporated by reference); and 

WHEREAS, an EIR public scoping meeting was duly noticed and held on October 

29, 2015, to solicit public and agency comments on the scope of the Draft EIR; and 

WHEREAS, at the end of the NOP 30-day public comment period, the City 

received comments from nine (9) agencies and commenters, which are included in 

Appendix A of the Draft EIR; and 

WHEREAS, the Draft EIR and associated technical appendices to the Draft EIR, 

herein incorporated by reference as Exhibits B and C, were prepared and the City filed a 

Notice of Completion of the Draft EIR, herein incorporated by reference as Exhibit D, 

with the California Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse on February 27, 

2019, which commenced a 45-day state public agency review period ending on April 15, 

2019; and 
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WHEREAS, the City filed a Notice of Availability of the Draft EIR with the 

Monterey County Clerk on February 27, 2019, which commenced a 45-day local public 

review period ending on April 15, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Notice of Availability was also posted at the City of Salinas City 

Hall, the Salinas Permit Center, the City’s two (2) libraries, and on the City’s website; and 

WHEREAS, the City, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15088, 

considered and evaluated ten comments received on the Draft EIR from members of the 

public, private organizations, and public agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the City subsequently prepared the Final EIR, herein incorporated by 

reference as Exhibit E, which contains the comment letters and written responses to 

comments addressing the substantive environmental issues received; and 

WHEREAS, the City prepared a record of modifications to the Draft EIR made in 

response to these comments; and 

WHEREAS, the complete Final EIR consists of the Draft EIR, comments received 

on the Draft EIR; written responses to comments that addressed substantive 

environmental issues; a record of modifications made to the Draft EIR made in response 

to the substantive comments; appendices to the Draft and Final EIRs; and all documents 

and resources referenced and incorporated by reference in the Final EIR; and 

WHEREAS, On November 27, 2019, the City provided the Final EIR to 

commenting agencies, thereby satisfying the City’s obligations under Public Resources 

Code section 21092.5, subdivision (a); and 

WHEREAS, on December 4, 2019 the Planning Commission held a duly noticed 

and agendized public hearing to consider the Final EIR (ER 2018-003); the proposed West 

Area Specific Plan (SPEC 2013-002); Rezone (RZ 2019-001); and the proposed 

Development Agreement (DA 2019-001); and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission weighed the evidence presented at said 

public hearing, including the staff report which is on file at the Community Development 

Department, together with the record of environmental review including the Draft EIR, 

public comments on said document and responses thereto, the Final EIR (all of which 

were made publicly available consistent with state law prior to the Planning 

Commission’s public hearing and consideration of a recommendation on the Project to 

the City Council), and evidence and public testimony presented at the public hearing; 

and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and considered all of the 

extensive information contained therein prior to making recommendations to the City 

Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 to recommend that the City 

Council Certify the Final EIR, approving Resolution No. 2019-18; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council must first certify the Final EIR as adequately 

prepared in compliance with CEQA before considering Project approval; and 

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2019 the City Council held a duly noticed and 

agendized public hearing to consider the Final EIR (ER 2018-003); the proposed West 

Area Specific Plan (SPEC 2013-002); Rezone (RZ 2019-001); and the proposed 

Development Agreement (DA 2019-001); and 

WHEREAS, the City Council weighed the evidence presented at said public 

hearing, including the staff report which is on file at the Community Development 

Department, together with the record of environmental review including the Draft EIR, 

public comments on said document and responses thereto, the Final EIR (all of which 

were made publicly available consistent with state law prior to the City Council’s public 

hearing and consideration of the Project), and evidence and public testimony presented 

at the public hearing; and 

WHEREAS, notice of time and place of hearing for recommending certification of 

the Final EIR and recommending approval of the Project to the City Council was given 

in the manner prescribed by the City; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Salinas City Council hereby 

finds and determines the following:  

1. The foregoing recitals and the information contained in the Exhibits are true and

correct and are included herein by reference as findings.

2. The Final EIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA, the State CEQA

Guidelines and local procedures adopted pursuant thereto.

3. It is hereby certified that the City Council has reviewed the Final EIR prepared

for the Project, as well as all staff reports pertaining to the Project, and all other

pertinent documents relating to the preparation of the Final EIR, including the

Draft EIR and all comments received thereon.

4. It is hereby certified that the City Council has independently reviewed, analyzed

and considered the Final EIR and all reports or declarations required by Section

21082.1 of the Public Resources Code, and in the exercise of its independent

judgment, finds the FEIR as adequate in compliance with CEQA.
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5. The City Council further finds that the Final EIR is legally sufficient not just with

respect to the proposed project as set forth in the document, but also with respect

to the alternatives discussed therein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Salinas City Council 

approves this Resolution certifying the Final Program Environmental Impact Report 

[State Clearinghouse No. 2006021072] for the West Area Specific Plan (2013-002). 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 17th day of December 2019, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a Resolution of 

the Salinas City Council, that said Resolution was passed and adopted by the affirmative 

and majority vote of said City Council at a meeting held on December 17, 2019, and that 

said Resolution has not been modified, amended, or rescinded, and is now in full force 

and effect. 

APPROVED: 

__________________________________ 

Joe Gunter, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________ 

Patricia M. Barajas, City Clerk 
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List of Exhibits (Incorporated by Reference): 

Exhibit A Project Site Location Map 

Exhibit B Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (link) 

Exhibit C Draft Program Environmental Impact Report Technical Appendices (link) 

Exhibit D Notice of Completion 

Exhibit E Final Program Environmental Impact Report (link) 



Exhibit A Project Site Location Map



Exhibit B Draft Environmental Impact Report

https://www.cityofsalinas.org/sites/default/files/volume_i_west_area_specific_plan_publi

c_draft_final_1.pdf 

https://www.cityofsalinas.org/sites/default/files/volume_i_west_area_specific_plan_public_draft_final_1.pdf
https://www.cityofsalinas.org/sites/default/files/volume_i_west_area_specific_plan_public_draft_final_1.pdf


Exhibit C Draft Environmental Impact Report Technical Appendices

https://www.cityofsalinas.org/sites/default/files/volume_ii_appendices_west_area_specif

ic_plan_public_draft_eir_web_0.pdf 

https://www.cityofsalinas.org/sites/default/files/volume_ii_appendices_west_area_specific_plan_public_draft_eir_web_0.pdf
https://www.cityofsalinas.org/sites/default/files/volume_ii_appendices_west_area_specific_plan_public_draft_eir_web_0.pdf


Exhibit D NOC





Exhibit E Final Program Environmental Impact Report (link) 

https://salinas.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7930583&GUID=47D41C7D-A7FF-43B2-AD0A-

81EE780CE223 

https://salinas.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7930583&GUID=47D41C7D-A7FF-43B2-AD0A-81EE780CE223
https://salinas.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7930583&GUID=47D41C7D-A7FF-43B2-AD0A-81EE780CE223

